
     

          
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

A “splendid evening of entertainment” – twice over 

 

 
HCS in full voice at Fountains  …….. 
 
 
That quote from the Harrogate Advertiser was the verdict on our Choral Classics concert in the Royal Hall 
last month.  But, judging from the full house and sustained applause, it also summed up the subseqent 
performance by the full choir and Beati at Fountains Abbey.  Blessed by balmy weather and a very 
supportive audience this was a memorable experience, even if the logistics may have been a bit 
challenging – not least finding one’s car afterwards (“it all looks so different in the dark”, one lost member 
was heard saying to another as they peered along successive sections of the wrong carpark).  But everyone 
got home safely in the end! 
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……. amidst the eerie splendour of the Abbey ……                       David Crowther 

 

 

 
The response of members to this 
entirely new adventure for the 
choir can perhaps best be summed 
up by these reflections from one of 
our number:  
 
"I had been a little apprehensive 
about this performance …. 
However I found the whole 
experience uplifting  ….  It was well 
supported by choir members …. I 
thought the sound we made was 
great …. It was a joy to sing in this 
setting …. very different to the 
Royal Hall ….  a very positive 
experience.”                    Dawn Hey 

 

 
                                                                   …….   and performing to a full house. 
 

 

 
As with our Messiah in St Aidan’s church, Leeds, last December, the vast majority of members applauded 
(in retrospect, if not in advance) the decision to try something new.  Where on earth might we dare to 
venture next ?!  
  



A scintillating evening of Cole Porter 
 

 
Sarah Fox and James Burton 

Those of us who forsook Guy Fawkes 
for Cole Porter on 5th November were 
richly rewarded by a most enjoyable 
performance of Cole Porter songs by 
Sarah Fox and James Burton.  They 
entertained us with great musicality 
and humour, while we also enjoyed a 
hearty supper, not to mention a few 
drinks.  Many thanks to them for 
wonderful entertainment, as well as 
to Tim and Di Hare for allowing us the 
use of their Old Barn at North 
Deighton. 

 
 
 

 

  

  A good night out! 
   
  

 

 
Anyone who may have been put 
off attending by the prospect of 
a barn in November would have 
been well wide of the mark – it 

proved to be an extremely 
attractive and cosy setting. 

 
Huge thanks to Amy for 

organising the event, which 
raised significant funds for both 

HCS and the charity National 
Eye Research. 
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Sarah and James with Bruce, Amy and Peter, and Di, Tim and Archie Hare 

 



What’s this all 
about? 

 

 
 

Go here to find out 
 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=iq3trJxVoqA 
 
 

Paste and click to share the trip.  Please note that 
the website contains links to many more youtube 
clips which are no part of this story, but which it 

has not be possible to de-link. 

 
If you missed the summer 
party at the Shoveltons, here’s 
what you especially missed -  
the Pinewood Junction Cab 
Ride  - a journey through their 
garden aboard the cab of 
Chris’s locomotive.  No 
problem here with leaves – eat 
your heart out Network Rail! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The way ahead 

CEO Tom Houghton provides a brief note on the two strategy meetings which he chaired earlier this month. This is 
only the beginning, and members will be updated as and when there are significant further developments to report.  
 

Forty members met at Christchurch on the 
afternoon of Sunday 6th November to 
discuss possible ways forward for the 
Society.   A range of issues were discussed 
including future types of works to perform, 
venues to perform at and ticket price 
strategies.  Member involvement is a key 
part of our implementation strategy.  The 
next stage is to summarise the actions and 
use several small groups, drawing on a 
significant number of choir members, to take 
the issues forward.   

 A further meeting took place on 8th November to 
discuss Social and Pastoral issues.     Specific 
proposals will be made to the Trustees to introduce 
refreshments during rehearsal intervals and also to 
introduce the wearing of name badges to help us 
get to know members in other voice parts,   It was 
decided that Amy Wall will lead on the organisation 
of social events.   Offers have been received to host 
a Summer Garden Party and also to organise a Quiz.  
These will be investigated further.   Please let Amy 
have any other ideas for future social events. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We welcome offers of material for The Stray Stave, in person or to newsletter@harrogatechoral.org.uk     Next issue January.  It 
would be appreciated if any items could be submitted by end-December. Tony Latter, Editor 
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Committee proceedings 
Ruth Pridmore summarises the main points arising from the last trustee/committee meeting, in early September.  
Some points may by now have been overtaken by events, but we nevertheless present this summary for the record. 
 

Additional Trustee 
Marilynne Davies has joined the Trustees with 
responsibility for Music Co-ordination (encompassing 
the whole family of choirs, ie main choir, Halcyon, Beati 
and Polyphonic) 
 
Roles within the Society 
Tom is developing a document summarising all the 
roles undertaken in the Society – starting with all the 
trustees but eventually this will include all roles such as 
Librarian, Ticket Sales, Voice Rep, etc. 
 
Finances 
At the time of the meeting our reserves are looking 
reasonably healthy, but of course at this time of year 
there are subs coming in with little expenditure going 
out. It was agreed to move some money to a savings 
account which earns 1.1% interest (quite good in the 
current day!). Concern was expressed that although we 
have sufficient funds to allow 2017-2018 to be planned 
and venues to be booked, our current sponsorship will 
run out in the near future. 
 
Action Plan  
The Trustees now have an ongoing action plan to 
ensure that tasks and ideas overlooked in previous 
seasons are actually completed. 
 
Marketing 
We have agreed to book 32 adverts with Johnston Press 
over the next two years. This gives us a massive cost 
saving compared with the previous cost of advertising.  
Normally each insert will be a full colour quarter page 
but every 4th one will be upgraded to a half page with 
free editorial in addition. The plan is to use three ads 
per concert with the spares being used for open 
rehearsal adverts, or for the Halcyon or other events 
such as the Cole Porter Gala on 5th November. 
 
The possibility of using banners was discussed but 
investigations over the last few weeks had found that, if 
they were over a certain size, planning permission and 
a large fee were required. If smaller then we would just 
need the permission of the landowner but people 
might not notice them. There was agreement that we 
should investigate this further, possibly finding out how 
other local societies who use the town centre facility 

achieve it. Work is also underway to get our concerts 
listed on as many listings websites as possible and also 
to ensure that Facebook is regularly updated. 
 
Sponsorship & Fundraising 
Plans for the fundraising evening with Sarah Fox are 
going well. 
 
Concert Dress 
After some discussion it was agreed to make a 
presentation to the choir of the proposed new scarves 
for ladiesand the new folders, and to explain the new 
alternative dress for men.  This will be followed by a 
vote so that the decision taken on the proposed new 
concert dress is as democratic as possible. 
 
Child Performance Licences 
When work started on updating our various policies – 
including one for Child Protection – we were made 
aware of some relatively new legislation relating to 
Child Performance Licences and the necessity to have 
DBS-cleared chaperones registered with NYCC. 
Unfortunately this was not achievable instantly and as a 
result the planned Open Rehearsal for the Halcyon had 
to be cancelled.  
 
Artistic Ambition 
It was agreed to issue a questionnaire to choir 
members asking for their views on how they felt about 
the past season. This was issued with a document 
summarising the actions taken since the Open Forum in 
January 2015.  The results of the questionnaire were 
summarised and circulated to all Members. A meeting 
has been arranged for members to discuss what they 
think the way forward for HCS should be. 
 
Pastoral and Social 
A meeting has been arranged where any members can 
get together to discuss membership, member 
retention, social events, the friends scheme and other 
related matters. 
 
Halcyon Choir 
Unfortunately the offer of the post of Conductor for the 
proposed Children’s choir was turned down so 
attention in the short term has focused on increasing 
membership of the Youth Choir and work is underway 
for the first concert of the season. 
 

 
 


